
Hello and welcome to Year Two! My name is Miss Shortman and I am 

extremely excited to be teaching your child this academic year. I hope you 

had a lovely Summer break and are ready for the new term, after a very 

different end to Year 1. The new topic for this term is Where My Wellies Take 

Me and I hope that your child is ready for some fun (with a little bit of hard 

work slipped in!). Every day activities will be supported by Dawn, our teaching 

assistant. 

The following notices are to make the transition into Year 2 more comfortable 

for your child: 

Your child will have been given a reading book. If your child finishes a book at 

home, they can place their book & home/school diary into the BOOK CHANGE 

BOX (it’s a red box which we will point out at the beginning of the week) 

where they will be changed during that day. We are going to encourage the 

children to select their own books, as they will be able to choose texts to 

challenge and interest them. This will be guided activity to ensure good 

coverage of text types and appropriate level. During the week, we will aim to 

hear your child read at least once. If children haven't requested to change 

their books before this time, this will provide us with an opportunity to swap 

books then, if necessary. There will also be plenty of reading opportunities for 

your child during lessons and particularly our daily Guided Reading sessions.  

As part of your child’s PE lessons this half term, they will be having a coach on 

Monday afternoons. These lessons will occasionally be outside depending on 

the weather, therefore, children will require an appropriate PE kit in school 

for Monday 7th September.  

A food tasting consent form will be sent home to the children, please could you 

complete this and return it to school as soon as possible. It is very important 

for us to provide your child with a broad and balanced curriculum, where food 

tasting and preparation enhances that. It is also very important for us to know 

about any dietary requirements or food allergies your child may have. In the 

space provided on that return slip, please feel free to add any other medical 

conditions or things you think I should know to ensure that your child has a 

safe and enjoyable time in school. If anything such as this crops up during the 

year, you are very welcome to come and talk to me or write it in your child’s 

home/school diary (but please ask your child to place their diary in the red 

book change box so that I see the message on the day that you write it!). 



Expectations 

We have attached assessment sheets for Reading, Writing and Mathematics. This 

is so that you are aware of the expectations for children in Year Two. Please 

keep these safe for your records.  

Where My Wellies Take Me 

During this topic, the children will be learning about human and physical 

geography. Please see attached a Knowledge Organiser which provides more 

information about what they will learn in their Topic lessons.  

Homework 

A Topic-based choice map homework is attached below and due back Friday 16th 

October. Homework such as this will be set at the start of each new topic.  

Spellings will be regularly sent home by email for children to learn. They will be 

tested in school on a Friday. Please help your child learn these spellings. Many 

of the spellings we send out will be COMMON EXCEPTION WORDS. We have 

attached a full list of these words from Years 1 and 2 to this letter. These words 

are very important for the children to learn - they need to know how to spell 

and read these words.  

Due to the significant amount of time children have had off, it is very important 

that they are having many opportunities to read at home and have a story read 

to them. This will also be an area we are focusing on during the school day, 

therefore, additional reading at home will also be beneficial to your child.  

Every Friday your child will also complete a Maths Passport Test. They will have 

a Maths Target book where each week they will have a target to focus on. This 

target will provide examples of activities you can do with your child to help 

them.  

We also ask that you begin to assist your child in learning their times tables. Set 

out in Government guidelines, is the expectation that children leave Year 2 

fluent in the 2,5 and 10 times tables. We will regularly focus on this during 

lessons but also hope that this is often addressed at home too.  

English and Maths homework will be sent home in alternating weeks. This will 

be a task for your child to complete, linked to the work they have been doing in 

class. It will be sent home on a Friday and is expected in on Wednesday. If 

there is a problem with getting your child’s homework completed in time, please 

let me know.   

Homeroom 

We shall be continuing to use the Homeroom app. If you have not already signed 

up to this in Year One, please get in touch with us and we’ll send you an invite. 

We use Homeroom to share information and photos about the school day.  
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